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Pollen assemblages and palaeovegetation changes of the Bihoku
and Katsuta Groups in Hiroshima Prefecture

and Okayama Prefecture, southwest Japan
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Pollen assemblages from the Middle Miocene Bihoku and Katsuta Groups in
southwest Japan have been studied to reconstruct the paleovegetation and paleoclimatic
history. The assemblages mainly consist of evergreen Quercus. Mangrove genera such
as Bruguiera and Rhizophora were discovered from the Katsuta Group, which indicates
a tropical or subtropical climate. The assemblages do not show considerable
stratigraphic changes, whereas the sedimentary environments remarkably changed
from land to deep sea. The assemblages are correlated with those from the NP-2 Zone
of the Japanese Neogene palynological zonation.
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Katsuta Group
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Fig. 1. Maps showing the sampling localities. Map (A) is an index map showing distribution of the
Miocene series in southwest Japan. (Modified from Shibata".) Maps (B)-(L) are cited from
topographic maps (1/25,000) published by the Geographical Survey Institute. Map name is (B):
Mirasaka, (C) (D): Shobara, (E): Inakusa, (F): Ukanichiba, (G) (H): Kagami, (I) (J) (K):
Tsuyamatobu and (L): Nihonbara.
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Pollen diagrams showing the components of the Bihoku Group.

Shiomachi
Fig. 2.
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Fig. 3. Pollen diagrams showing the components of the Bihoku Group in the Saijogawa area. Columnar sections cited from Yamamoto
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Fig. 7. Mangrove pollen fossils of Rhizophora sp. Occurred from Nagi town, Okayama prefecture (Loc.
NNI15). 1a, 2a: colpus and endoapertural surface are in focus. 1b: Optical meridional section. 2b:
colpus and endoaperture of opposite hemisphere of 2a.
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S L ic i £ 2481 A 13 E. Quercus,
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o LI

Castanopsis 75 & O WRIEM KR O fEH % R E L,
{K# 75 2% & Pterocarya, Carya, Carpinus, Corylus 75 &
DERELEB O NG &N 5 (Fig. 4, U-1~U-6).
K- T, YO W)IFIICIE E. Quercus, Castanopsis
Ak & A B ATEEL, <
Carya, Carpinus, Corylus 75 & D 7&4E)
WicboLlbhs.,

%0) tﬁJ:%@Mfﬁg BB, AbalEho< 7

WO PFAET B O ATLEE - 72

;&#M&éﬂfhé“.%@%%ﬂuuih6m
{b1E A &R U < E. Quercus, Castanopsis % 1K &
4 BAEB ML % 739 A%, Carpinus, Corylus 15 & @ {53
JEERAERY O RE 8 h 3K # LS 5 (Fig. 4, U-T
~U-23). Z OJEikTIEHERBREE D B S IfHdIT 2
{LL#cZ &T, ?C*ﬁ@ﬁﬁfﬁ"fﬁl—'mflﬁﬁi‘ SlEBEZoN
b, £oT, ZOKIE
BEds BR B D ZEALITHIE Lic b D T, YIRFD REl
Tt b BT H - 72 E. Quercus, Castanopsis D LK D
WEREREPH AL B & & THIHIITIR C s e b D EF A
YO

Z @ Lo JEHED HERTERBE 1,

Z T IZ Prerocarya,
LI & AT LT

BT B FULA D

D SAME EHEE SN TH B, Z odERIIZAER L
AMREEENZDICRELTE ST, 1k Tl

LA DEENED SN - Tchs, TITHE.
Quercus & Castanopsis %= 2 £ % (Fig. 4, U-27).

éeuLﬁmwmﬁﬁi,HMH,#x@m,7V
7ﬂﬁm&@ﬁ4mbwrmm AT BEY,
ICAEEN BB MEIE VAL &R U< E. Quercus,
Castanopsis % VK &35 6D TH 5 (Fig. 4, U-28).
O EFAED S EHERTEREE DA AL BH - 7
b od, ThEERHIKE RECEZD L9
b0 TiEm L, M ohAE R B Quercus
Castanopsis A O BIERB AT TH b D &I D
na.

— 3. Lk o g

ﬁlﬁH M REa P EE En S D, iR & A,
ML AEFERT 2 2 EMSEKEEZEZ SN TL
597 k5T, A EO AR HUSIE PEIR O R i 75l
AN LTWE b0 b s, ST 48
My fili D Wb &l g i SERI L 728, 2 0)4L’E il
%13 E. Quercus, Castanopsis % 14K &9 %728, i
O PSR I IR SERB R LA > Thic b D Ellbh B
(Fig. 5).

5 I 1 35 U T U Bruguiera, Sonneratia, Avicennia,
Rhizophora ® 4 J§ D < > 7' 1 — 7 RiPAEE O pE Ak
HEENTVEC?, APFRICE 0T B BRISGEM S T
& E. Quercus, Castanopsis & & &2 Bruguiera 73 T~17
Y% DREH AR L, A3ZENTP6ETT M IRT IR IE 3

LAERAERS O DI AR,

% Solidicorbula succincta (YOKOYAMA) O 3 H )
#E X 0 _|-{\. T Rhizophora 7 90% & D @SR THEHT 5
JEHE s B & e (Fig. b). < v 7 o — 7 hiiz iy
~ iy DM & WS IR o XK ai L, £0
BB ERE R D IR N E WS FFENH 5. T
Mmh5F, ThIFEERIET S L, HEI DY
AN, =7 a—7HAFEET 2NES L RN
MH O, MKOFWAT BN LIEEZ OGNS,
ik, chEThHo~y 7 a—THMoOiEE &L
T Sonneratia *° Excoecaria ® Fijli 9 3 BN S 1
T 7MY, Rhizophora 71354 2 BEE D FAEI A ©
NTWEh- 7.

mARTER EHEOW SR E BH)EH» S E. Quercus
MEZFELTEBO, FALE UL E. Quercus %= 511
£ M’H‘/]‘ JLs->ThvicEbh b (Fig.6). LnL,
FHEIZEB WO TR E. Quercus 12, 0, Taxodiaceae
M) EHRIIEH LTS (Fig.6). Z o
Taxodiaceae DN DT, WA I O b
mTRionBNEINTH YD, TSRO T
FHIC W TOFERE ST,

2. xt 29

HADHHE =FRITE T 2 BT AP, T
P | Tl & N 7 1 P 17 W [ R R N N AN )
h, {ERHKOREIcs o5& NP—140 5 NP—5 &
TO 52O b SRESNhTHA™, ki, [
W 2R U T (ODP) 12 & » T H AR fiE D KFNHiE 4%
Mo Lic a7l oh, OB EATEENI S
CENI®. ZDRER, BEIKICMITY B ifEsE O AL
WL ABEE & AR 2 7 OB LA TR & et L
TH O, AEWLAwORIEEDREREN TS, 20
HAE 2 7 (i L CHRINS M TUh B 728, B —id
fAEBEATHED — O Z LR e TS, i,
H A 2 7 TR 773 7?’)71’1711L‘@ﬁ'ﬁ/|‘ A £
bIHSINTH B7o1T, KA LA IR D &0
PR b AN S, WEAAROALFEA T &1
SMTENTWS, LUFICARE S hrcfmlomit,
HERE DAL LA EE AR T h o oh T
AERMEATEE & O XA A 5.

HAME 2 7 o b LA &2k 4 5 5 & LT,
E. Quercus +quuldambar, Carya, Fagus O 4t L% %43
T MIAT YT LR E T oy TS
TR shTn3a™, 2 TARO SRR %
My 4TSIy b9 B & Fig. 8 ﬂ:ﬁ:?’:l: o)
220, LWIFho e 0)4“51%111)(4%) NP — 2 %7tk
ENh 3., NP—2 4% 31T E. Quercus % 1k & L,
Liguidambar, Carya, Dacrydzum ARAO) AR SRV LY
B O ET 2 b0 T, TOEBLATEER
KR AT DB B RRRT O a2, it
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Shobara-
Miyoshi
area

E. Quercus +Liquidambar

Carya

Fig. 8.
Bihoku and Katsuta Groups.

B S PEH T 2 KENEYM LA b B BEAEYTHCE T 5
&DTHY, Liquidambar 7 UIE LIZZHEST BEHEL
HBHW I EhS, KRIKEYALA EAEBLA DKL
HMIHINT 5.

F 7o, bR, M T IR kAT LA,
HEp LA, AIREF v /A7 &I & o AR O
HEEhTED, WITho{bft b 16Ma [k O R
BotocThzrs " FEMEL 6 O NP—2 412
17— 18.5Ma~13Ma O B EZ s TE H™,
PER D IFAEPEMAL AL 52K S 7oA & & FAI
MWThs. Fi, FEEMACA DA H O FEEH
16Ma iR IR LT3 2 & T, Ko filb/EiEns
Z ORI Z » fo—li Dt ic & » TEREhic &
AIEINTHEY DS, [EMEHEALA I Ek)E T L
BEH L7, BERE OHERFAEIZ D WO TR S
BRH -t UL, KUFEThilb/Ent, B EEo
Bk 2 o b La 2 R L, = ofbbaiisid
NP2 IZEENE I EMPONTH -1 EMDS
fiAE T i, W EH i oD [ i o0 HERG AR fUE 17— 185
Ma L@ BmomneEEZIoNS, LW « &ft
JUOY, SRl « SeH sk B &, GifdbiE R, W E
FEE M PN IX AP AR O HEAE R % FEAE & U 72 IREAR X 43
oM TR E» S TICbshTnsg, &<
WP NIX PG O BEREASTE R L7z & a3 TN EO
AR 1T™Ma E & hTE O™, NP-2470 IR
EEZONBIERE—HT B0, PEREIcEENS
AEMALABHEN NP—2 HICH e B &9 5 2 & ik
B AR Lot iz B UL T b FIH IR L.
fif b @ B, s E R L 17 — 18.5Ma~16Ma o FE i1z
HfiLcbDEZEZ SN 5.

L

PEHT IS BT B it bR s KU DK EE
B S d 2 720, fiLfERE, W RO Ak 404

- T,

Fagus

Ternary diagrams showing the three-composition ratio of four essential pollen members for the

AT oo, fidbEEE, BB O T b S
HFThH b, TS EALIZH T TE. Quercus %
Ttk & 2RO IERHRKER U2, 72, Ml
oo s B OE RS B8 T B, Quercus 120 A,
Rhizophora, Bruguiera % FEH S B EEENH D, HE<
v a—=TWDBIEM > Thie, &I, BRI HEE
J& M 5 13 Rhizophora D 4 2 P4 % RLiH4 2 &2
T& i, &, KHIHOIEBLATESEE B ANED T 2
SEHoNIHEREIET 5 &, WTh bR LATRD
NP—2 4 (17—18.5Ma~13Ma) %2/7R:3 D TH 5.
29 L7 BB b B iR b DR R E H b
THZ B bR, WHEE 17— 18.5Ma 7 5
16Ma OIFNICHERE L/c g & E 2 5 5B,

@

ARWFEETTIE ST Hh b, WLEg AT EEoHO
BRI F BRI BT 2 5H A Vol &, BbA
AT L TO 0, BILKFEERO ARS8
2 o g O HVE I > W THZ T e iz,
TIMT AR K SCE DRI EA IS, PRl el AL
AT O ME— R, BURHRIR O BRI A 2 A
LT ntz, Y bEoizicini hEL BB L L
FET.
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