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Vegetation History during Last 50,000 Years
in Southern Tohoku District, Japan.

Yoshimune MORITA and Toshiyuki FUJIKI

Okayama University of Science.
Ridai-cho 1-1, Okayama, 700 Japan

Japanese cedar (Cryptomeria) forests and temperate deciduous broad-leaved
forests started expanding their distribution between 50,000 and 25,000 y B.P. in the
southern parts of the Tohoku District in Japan.

Subsequently, most parts of this district were covered by boreal coniferous
forests including several different species common to Sakhalin and Northern
Japan during the last glacial period (25,000 to 14,000 y B.P.).

After 14,000y B.P., several temperate deciduous broad-leaved species like
Quercus and Fagus began expanding their distribution. Temperate forests pre-
vailed in lowland forested areas until 10,000y B.P.

Although Fagus was the dominant taxa in forested areas on the Sea-of-Japan
side, Quercus distributed at lower-altitude inland areas through the post-glacial
period.

On the other hand, the forested area of the Pacific-Ocean side was covered by
intermediate-temperate forests of Quercus, Fagus, Ulmus / Zelkova and Carpinus
during the same period.

Abtes began invading the intermediate-temperate forests about 2,500 y B.P.

Key words : vegetation history, Pleistocene, Holocene, pollen analysis
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