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Geographical Distribution of the Japanese
Laureal Forests at the Last Glacial Age
—Pollen Assemblage of ca. 24,000yBP. in a Core Sample
Collected from the Danjo Basin in the East China Sea—

Kazumi MATSUOKA
Department of Geology, Faculty of Liberal Arts, Nagasaki University, Nagasaki 852, Japan

For reconstructing a geographic distribution of the Japanese laureal forests at
the last glacial age, a palynological investigation has been carried out on a core
sediment collected from the Danjo Basin in the eastern part of the East China Sea.
The pollen assemblage just above and below the AT volcanic ash layer dated to ca.
24,000yBP. consists mainly of both temperate and warm temperate coniferous and
deciduous taxa with rare herbaceous taxa. Based on additional palynological in-
formation of the East China Sea at the last glacial age, more than two-third of the
modern sea area was extremly flat and well-developed grasslands. According to
the evidence, the warm temperate conifer, Podocarpus and broad-leaved taxa,
Myrica, Quercus (Cyclobalanopsis), and Castanopsis grew along the coastal
area of South Kyushu and the paleo-Yaku Peninsula, and such temperate conifers
as Abtes, Picea, and Cryptomeria, and such deciduous broad-leaved taxa as
Fagus, Betula, and Carpinus were distributed around the south Kyushu moun-

tain.

Key words : Laureal forest, Pollen, AT volcanic ash, Last glacial age, East
China Sea.
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