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Vegetation History since the Last Glacial Period around the
Yamakado Moor, Shiga Prefecture, Western Japan

Hikaru TAKAHARA

University Forests, Faculty of Agriculture, Kyoto
Prefectural University, Kyoto 606, Japan

Fossil pollen from a core taken from the Yamakado Moor (alt. 300m), 5
km north of Lake Biwa, Shiga Prefecture, revealed the history of the sur-
rounding vegetation since the last interstade (>>30,000 yr BP). The two key
tephra layers, the Kikai-Akahoya (6,300 yr BP) and Aira-Tn (21,000 — 22,000
yr BP), were used for dating of the sediment. During the last interstade,
Cryptomeria japonica, Tsuga (T. sieboldii was abundant), Pinus, Fagus
crenata and deciduous Quercus (Lepidobalanus) dominated the forests. This
area was coverd by the boreal forest, consisted ol Abies, Tsuga (T. diver-
sifolia), Picea, Pinus (Haploxylon) and Betula in the full-glacial and the
early late-glacial periods. There was no clear increase of F. crenata
characteristic of the later late-glacial and early postglacial in this region,
suggesting that there was a hiatus in the core. Since the mid-postglacial,
Cryptomeria japonica has been the most dominant species in the forests.
Evergreen Quercus (Cyclobalanopsis) pollen bagan to increase just after 6,300
yr BP (the Kikai-Akahoya ash layer), later than its increase at the Pacific
Ocean and the inland areas. Pinus (Diploxylon) pollen dominated the pollen
spectra at the end of postglacial period, indicating the human influence on
the forests.
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